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Nathirg can take the place of a haalthy set aof teeth,
but when disease or an accident 20ds In tooth |oss, it's

good toknow that there are optrons-for restoring youl
smile, If you-areself-conscious ecause-you have

MISSENG teath or YO Wiar dentures, |:|"|-"'-"=1 1%
an-altermative’ dertal mplants

implants-have been used for mare than a quartes
century, And mare patients are choosing dental
implarts at & replacement option, according 19 thi
American Dental Assodiation, One survey shows that
mre than 1.5 millior dentzl imiplants weare placed in
a recant year, aimd that nember is expected Lo grow

Many patients choose implants to replace a single
toath, several teeth, or to support a full set of
dentures. Implants are cylinders that are suralcally
piaced I The uppes or lower jaw where they Tundton
a5 & sturdy anchor for replacement teeth. They
are made of titanium and other matorials that are
compatibia with the human body
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Missing central incisor
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Central incrsor after dental implant

[Fe plagement of an mmiplant ganorally 15 a8
three-part process Lhat takes several meniins

In the first step, the dentist surnicafly places
the mplant into the jaw, with the top-of the

implant slightly above the top of the bone. A
scrEwy i inserted inta the implant Lo pravedl

qum tesue and other debris from entenng

[he gumi |5 then secured oyver the mmpland, wieds
it will riemain covirad far approzimately three
10 5 months white the implant Tuses with tha
bone, 2 process calied otsegintagration. There

&b

iy e same-swelling andfor Tenderness after the

surgery, o pain medication s Usually prescribed
1o alleviate the discomfory. Your dentsl may
recommend adet of soft foods, cold foods and

wartn soup dunng the healing procass

In the second step, the implant is uncaverad
and the dentist attaches a post. also called-an
abptment, 1o the mplant, The gum tesoe s
alicweed to heal arownd the post. Once healed
thie smplant and posk serve &5 the faundatian
for the new tooth. With some implants, the
sten 14 not reeded ecause the iImplant and

post &re all ani Lt

In the third and final step, the dentist makes
g custom artificial tooth; called & dental crawn,
based on a size, shape, color and fit that wil
bl with your other teeth, Once campleted,
the crown s attached to the implant post




